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explanations from Great Britain and Russia, and
send agents into Canada, Mexico and Central
America, to arouse a vigorous spirit of inde-
pendence on this continent against European
intervention.  And if satisfactory explanations
are not received from Spain and France, would
convene   Congress   and   declare   war   against
them/ There was the policy. But next Seward
came to the central question, 'Whatever policy
we adopt/ he said, 'there must be an energetic
prosecution of it. For this purpose it must be/
somebody's business to pursue and direct it in-
cessantly. Either the President must do it him-
self, and be all the while active in it, or devolve
it  on  some  member  of  his   Cabinet.   Once
adopted, debates on it must end, and all agree
and abide. It is not my especial province. But I
neither seek to evade nor assume responsibility/
Here was an unmistakable hint from the
Secretary of State that in his view Lincoln was
unlikely to show the capacity to act with suffi-
cient strength and vigour to cope with the crisis
and that he should devolve his functions upon
Seward himself. It may seem a cool and pre-
sumptuous proposal. But it is to be remembered
that Lincoln's inactivity was exasperating to his
colleagues. Seward's protest had some justifica-
tion in it, the more so in. that it probably assisted
to force Lincoln into action.

Lincoln's response is interesting. He replied
the same day. He ignored the personal criticisms